XL]                             SUMMARY.
Britain and ancient Gaul and even
original inhabitants also learnt from them the
metals and the art of agriculture. In this way the Panis, or
the Phoenicians, spread Aryan culture not only among the
Semitic peoples of Western Asia and Arabia, but also among
the early pre-historic Inhabitants of Egypt and of North
Africa, and the Greeks, the Romans, the Iberians, the Celts
and the Gauls of Europe. Professor Nilsson has attempted
to show that the Phoenicians had settlements far up on the
northern shores of Norway also, where they spread the
worship of their God Baal (vide Appendix to this Chapter).
It Is simply wonderful to contemplate how an Aryan tribe,
originally small and Insignificant, and driven out of their
home for their vicious ways and manners, helped in the
course of several thousand years to spread such culture as
they possessed over a large portion of the then known world.
Having been traders, they were of necessity the first to
invent and develop a purely alphabetical script which was
afterwards borrowed and Improved upon by the Greeks,
The Semites also, with their help and that of the Chaldees or
Chaldeans whom we shall find In the next chapter to be the
Cholas of Southern India, made rapid strides towards progress
and founded the famous kingdoms of Babylonia and Assyria,
to which also early European civilisation was Immensely
indebted, The ancient Egyptians also, who are supposed
to be an amalgamation of the Punic race (the Panis), the
P4i3.dyas of the Malabar coast of Southern India and the
prehistoric peoples of the land, developed a civilisation which
Influenced European civilisation to a very large extent. The
Greeks received their culture from the Phoenicians, the
Babylonians and the Egyptians, and Imparted It to the
Romans, and the latter In their turn Imparted It to the
Iberians, the Celts, the Teutons and the Slavs. But we are
afraid that we are anticipating too much in this chapter.
The interesting romance of the expansion of Indo-Aryan
civilisation from Sapta-Sindhu and the Deccan over Western